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  February 1, 2015 

 

AABE Denver Area Chapter 

2014 YEAR AT A GLANCE  

 

 

Dear AABE Denver Area Chapter (AABE DAC), 

 

The following report highlights the chapter’s activities in 2014. We had a busy and 

successful year where we focused on our objectives: 

 

 · To serve as a local and regional resource for policy discussions of the economic 

social and political impact of environmental and energy policies on African 

Americans and other people of color.  

 

· To ensure local and regional involvement of African Americans and other people 

of color in governmental energy management and policymaking by recommending 

capable, sensitive and informed personnel to appropriate officials.  

 

· To encourage the local and regional public and private sectors to be responsive to 

problems, goals and aspirations of African Americans and other people of color in 

energy-related fields. 

  

· To encourage African American and other students of color to pursue careers in 

energy-related fields and to provide mentoring, scholarships and financial aid 

assistance for such students. 

 

 

Thanks to AABE DAC members and friends for your support and helping AABE 

DAC “walk the talk” in 2014! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aabe.org/
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Summary of AABE DAC Meetings and Key Activities in 2014 

 

Community Outreach 
 

“Natural Gas Production: “Fracking” Energy-Environment- Economics” (March 2014) 

 The goal of this event was to educate and involve the minority community in a 

conversation about natural gas production as it relates to fracking. A panel of 

national and local expertise addressed issues related to energy, environmental 

concerns and economic impacts related to natural gas production involving fracking. 

Panelists: AABE National President, Paula Jackson, Frank Stewart, AABE National 

Board Member, and Dale Larsen, natural gas engineer from CALFRAC Inc. 
 

 Black Energy Awareness Month Activities (October 2014)  

For our High School BEAM activity we partnered with the Society of Exploration 

Geophysicists Conference and Applied Science Education Program for high school 

students.  We identified and chaperoned African American high school students to 

the conference. First they attended a presentation by renowned geophysics 

researcher, Dr. Robert Raynolds, from the Colorado School of Mines. After the 

presentation they were given an exclusive tour through the conference exhibits 

where industry representatives engaged them in conversations on career 

opportunities available in their corporations. The students also attended a special 

hands-on activity where they competed against other area high school students for 

prizes. They were asked questions related to the energy industry. AABE DAC 

students won the grand prize and made us very proud! 
 

NAACP Forum on Jobs in the Energy Field (June 2014) 

On June 28, 2014, AABE DAC President was a key speaker at the Denver NAACP 

event which focused on jobs and business opportunities in the energy industry. 

Joining her on the panel was former Denver mayor, Hon. Wellington Webb and 

AABE DAC member Dale Larsen (CALFRAC). 
 

 

 

EPA Testimony (July 2014) 

AABE Denver president, Fannie Posey Eddy, gave testimony supporting the White 

House administration’s Clean Power Plan at hearings held in Denver. 

 EPA held public hearings in four U.S. Cities for the proposed Clean Power Plan the 

week of July 28, 2014. The hearings provided an opportunity for individuals and 

organizations to present data, views or arguments concerning the proposed action. 
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Opinion Letter to Colorado Legislators 

The legislative committee met to discuss the contents of a letter to address the 

opinion of the AABE Denver Area Chapter regarding hydraulic fracturing. The letter 

was sent to the Governor of Colorado who made a decision the following day to 

create an oil and gas task force that will address land use issues and the role of state 

and local government in siting oil and gas facilities. The governor created the task 

force as part of a compromise to avoid a campaign fight this fall over ballot issues 

that could negatively affect Colorado’s economy and collaborative approach to 

environmental regulation. 
 

Mayor’s Office of Sustainability Advisory Council 

Fannie Eddy, AABE DAC president, has been appointed by Denver Mayor Michael 

Hancock to the Office of Sustainability Advisory Council. The 2 year position involves 

active participation of members and organizations in collaborative decision making 

and policy influencing efforts to ensure Denver’s goal to be more sustainable. 
 

Scholarship Program 

Two outstanding high school students were recognized for their academic 

achievements as recipients of the Denver Area Chapter’s scholarship award. The 

AABE DAC awardee, Ms. Racheal Hendricks (from East High School) also won the 

regional scholarship this year. 

 

WHITE HOUSE BUSINESS COUNCIL Business Leader Roundtable  

AABE DAC president and vice president participated (via invitation) the Colorado Energy 

Coalition and Business Forward for a White House Business Council roundtable with Dot 

Harris, Director of the Office of Economic Impact and Diversity, U.S. Department of Energy, 

to discuss clean energy technology and other Department of Energy priorities.   

 

 

Professional Development 
 

Global Business Expansion: Africa Briefing 

AABE DAC partnered with the Minority Business Development Agency to facilitate 

this workshop, on March 4, 2014. The event featured an overview of the Minority 

Business Development Agency, the Denver MBDA Business Center, and highlights of 

the upcoming West Africa Trade Mission by U.S. Secretary of Commerce Pritzker. 

This event is in direct alignment with the mission of the American Association of 

Blacks in Energy and the focus on entrepreneurs. 
 

 Business Opportunities in the Energy Industry Forum  
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AABE DAC partnered with the Minority Business Development Agency to host this 

workshop which expanded on the “Energize Denver” theme to include minority 

business opportunities in the energy field. The event was held on October 28, 2014 

with more than 100 Colorado businesses attending. 
 

Colorado Energy Expo 2014 AABE Exhibit 

The Denver Area Chapter hosted the AABE Exhibit at the 2014 Colorado Energy Expo 

co-sponsored by the Colorado Energy Coalition. Hosting the exhibit was a great 

opportunity for AABE visibility and the booth was a great opportunity for the AABE 

DAC to form relationships with industry leaders and prospective members.  

On June 27th the inaugural Colorado Energy Expo attracted 3000 visitors and was 

held in downtown Denver at the Colorado Convention Center.  The one day Expo 

included a symposium featuring 14 speakers, including keynote speakers Ken 

Salazar, former U.S. Senator and Secretary of the Interior and journalist/author 

Robert Bryce. The event featured 67 exhibits providing an opportunity to learn 

about the energy industry’s economic impact, environmental issues, public policy 

framework, workforce capacity, present-day operations and systems, as well as the 

industry’s innovation pipeline and future potential. 
 

       Energy Africa Conference  

AABE DAC members partnered with others to organize and facilitate the 7th Annual 

Energy Africa Conference. The conference was held Nov 13-15, 2014 at the Colorado 

School of Mines. The goal of the conference was to dialog, collaborate and invest in 

the work needed to deploy energy and power systems in Africa that support a clean 

environment by leveraging the synergy between natural gas and renewable energy 

sources.  
 

Women in Energy Network 

The Denver Women in Energy is a networking group of women energy professionals 

who meet around the city monthly to network and talk about energy issues. AABE 

DAC members have regularly attended these networking meetings. This opportunity 

has facilitated great partnerships for AABE DAC. 
 

Energize Denver  

 *Energize Denver, Sept 6, 2014  

Event held at EXDO Center registered more than 300 participants. AABE DAC members 

worked with the national office planning committee to ensure the minority community, 

especially the African American organizations were well represented by those attending. 

This event was a great success! 
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AABE DAC Planned Activities for 2014 

In 2015 AABE DAC will continue series of community forums themed “Energy, 

Environment, and Economics”. We will continue to expand our scholarship program 

to include ongoing support and mentoring. We will continue to work with industry 

partners to educate the community on opportunities in the energy field for 

professionals and businesses. 

 

 

Best Regard, 

Fannie Posey Eddy, President 

American Association of Blacks in Energy_ Denver Area Chapter 

 

 

  


